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Abstract 
The present study focuses on gerundivization as a lexicalization strategy in the 
morphology of Ògbahù dialect of Ìgbò language of Nigeria. The term ‘lexicalization’ is 
used in a sense synonymous with word formation. The Ìgbò language is one of the three 
major languages spoken in Nigeria, West Africa. The other two languages are Hausa 
and Yorùbá. Gerund formation is viewed as an affixation process in this article. 
Ògbahù gerunds are formed by full /CI-/CU-/ monosyllabic verbal reduplication with 
ò-/ò-vowel prefixation. Monosyllabic simple CV verb stems are reduplicated to form 
gerunds in Ògbahù. These are the basic verbs in Ògbahù as 
disyllabic/polysyllabic/complex verb stems are usually derived from these monosyllabic 
simple CV verb stems. In the disyllabic/polysyllabic/complex verb stems, the process of 
gerundivization remains the same, as only the basic CV verb stem is reduplicated. 
Ògbahù differs from other dialects of Ìgbò in her gerundivization process. Whereas 
Ògbahù articulates two phonological processes: ATR Vowel Harmony and Labiality 
Harmony (or assimilation) between labial consonant and reduplicate vowel, other Ìgbò 
dialects, in addition, articulate a third phonological process i.e. Roundness Harmony 
between verb stem vowel and reduplicate vowel. 
 
 Introduction 

This paper seeks to establish gerundivization as a productive lexicalization 
process of affixation in Ògbahù – Ìgbò morphology. In Ògbahù, gerunds are formed by 
full /CI-/CU-/monosyllabic verbal reduplication with ò-/ò-vowel prefixation.  The 
vowel of the basic CV verb stem is either a close or non-close vowel. In the gerund 
formation, the CV verbs with non-close vowels exhibit different manifestations from 
the CV verbs with close vowels. The discussion of gerund formation as a result of full 
/CI-/CU-/ monosyllabic verbal reduplication with prefixation will therefore be in two 
sections: 1 and 2. Furthermore, in sections 3 and 4, CVCV disyllabic verbs with non-
close and close vowels respectively are discussed. The reason is to substantiate our 

 


